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Your Driver 6s License

Introduction
A driverods | icense br i ngandalse asolemneespbrsimityand i nd

Everyone on or near the roadrom the driver or cyclist next to you to the person walking on the
sidewalki is counting on you to pay attention to your drivingu¥imust always be prepared for
the possibility that you will need to stop, swerve, speed up or slow down to avoid a collision.
That means you need to have your full attention on the road and always be fit to drive.

Your | ife, your heliaes ofetimegneotorssis, cyclisty and pedestriins depend
on your ability to drive safely. | f you are i
paying attention to anything other than your driving, you are putting lives at risk.

Devastatig and deadly accidents are all too common, and often caused by someone who is
breaking the | aw. What you dondét hear as much
drivers who are alert, sober, responsive and who follow the rules of the road.

The Maine Bureau of Motor Vehicles was established in 1905 out of concern for public safety as
the age of the automobile began. Today, 1t0ds
there were more horses than cars on the roadways. For more thanrsQthgeBureau of Motor
Vehicles (BMV) has been dedicated to our miss
gualifying and licensing drivers, along with maintaining records of driver history, vehicle

ownership and vehicle registration. This manualsigned to prepare you with the knowledge

and skills you need to operate a motor vehicl

Earning your driverdéds | icense is only the beg
behaviorsand rules of the roagbu are learning today are more than just the answers to a test.

Safe driving is a lifdong commitment and one that you must reaffirm every time you get behind

the wheel.

As you take your first steps toward earning your license to operate a motde vebicourage

you to promise yourself that you will be fit to drive every time you get behind the wheel. We

wi sh you success in earning your driverodos | ic
opportunities that it will bring in your lifetime.

Take Gire,

Shenna Bellows
Secretary of State



Acquiring a Maine Driver's License

Driving a motor vehicle on public highways in Maine is a privilege and a serious responsibility.
The ability to drive a car, truck or motorcycle widens your horizoraldivs you to workvisit
friends, ancenjoy your leisure time.

A motor vehicle used unwisely or carelessly, can be fakedusands opeople die each year in

the United States because of motor vehicle accidents. To obtain your driver's license you must
know the rules of the road and how to safely drive a car or other vehicle in Baiffig) a safe,
intelligent driver takes time andfeft, butthe processnly begins when you get your license.

Who Needs a Maine Driver's License

1 Any resident of the State who wishes to operate a motor vehicle in Maine. New residents
who hold a valid driver's license from another state must surreratdicémse and apply
for a Maine driver's license within 30 days of establishing residientys state

Who Does Not Need a Maine Driver's License to Operate a Motor Vehicle in Maine?

T Any resident who has a valid learner's permit may dfittleey are acompanied by a
licensed driver who is at least 20 years of age and has held a valid liceaseifémum
of 2 years. The licensed driver must occupy the seat adjacent to the driver with the
learner's permit.

T Any nonresident who is at least 16 years o @;nd who has a valid operator's license or
learner's permit issued by his or her home state.

T Any military personnel possessing a valid military license operating a military vehicle.

How Do You Obtain A Permit in Maine?

T You must be at least 15 years otag

If under 18 years of ageou mustcomplete an approved driver education course.

T To dbtain a learner's permypbu mustsuccessfully completa driver knowledgevritten
examination. A learner's permit is generally valid for 2 years. It allows a person to
operate a vehicle when accompanied by a licensed driver who is at least 20 years of age
and has held a valid license for 2 years. The accompanying operator must be licensed to
drive the class of vehicle(s) being operated.

1 Use ofamobile telephone dnandheld electronic devicaseprohibitedby law when
driving in Maine

1 Written exams and visual screenings are offered on a scheduled basis at all Motor
Vehicle branch offices. Two forms of identification are requifedexample for
instance, could babirth certificate and social security card. Although your social
security number will not be displayed on your license, it must be provided upon
application or renewal for a license. Birth certificates or Passports are refyoimed
applicants up to anidcluding age 22 to determine date of birth. Photocopies of birth
certificates must have an embossed seal or stamp of an issuing agency. Notarized copies
are not acceptable.

=
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Types of Driveros Licenses and Driveros

LicenseClassification (Types of Vehicleg
Maine has3 classes of driver's licenses.

1 Classes A and B: Class A and B licenses are commercial vehicle licenses and are
distinguished by the size and weight of the vehicle to be driven. A Class A license covers
any comlnation of vehicles with a gross combination weight rating of 26,001 or more
poundsprovided the gross vehicle weight rating or gross weight of the vehicle or
vehicl esd6 maatmdO dbpewmnds. Class B covers any single vehicle
with a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,001 or more pounds or any such vehicle towing a
vehicle notmore tharl0,000 pounds gross vehicle weight rating or gross weight. Holders
of a Class A or B license mawith any appropriate endorsements, operate all vehicles in
Classes B and C.

1 Class C: Class C is the standard license classification issued to most motor vehicle
operators. A Class C license covers any single vehicle or combination of vehicles that
doesnot meet the definition of Class A or B. A Class C license is a commercial driver's
license only if it carries a hazardous material, tanker and/or passenger (bus) endorsement.
Holders ofaClass C license may, with any appropriate endorsements, operate all
vehicles in that class.

Separate study manuals are available to use for study purposes when applying for a commercial
driver's license or motorcycle endorsement.

School buses, passenger buses and motorcycles are not a separate class, but theiesise requir
special endorsement and an examination feseélpecific vehicls.

NOTE: School bus license applicants must be 21 years of age or older and have at least one year
of licensed driving experience. Additionally, any individual convicted of an O.Udns#

within the preceding tegear period is ineligible to receive a school bus operator's license.

Mopeds may be operated on a license of any class. A motorized bicycle or tricycle may only be
operated by a person who possesses a valid license of agyatlappropriatéearner's permit
or alicense endorsed for a motorcycle or moped.

Required Noncommercial LicenseTests
How Do You Obtain A Driver's License?

1 Be atleast 16 years of age and have completed an approved driver education course.
1 Be at leas18 years of age if you have not completed an approved driver education
course.
1 Before a person under 21 years of age can apply for a road test, that person must have
held a learner's permit for 6 months from the date of issue of the leperenis and
must complete a minimum of 70 hours of driving, including 10 hours of night driving,
while accompanied by a licensed drivero isat least 20 years of age amaksheld a
valid license for 2 years. The 70 hours of practice driving must beginissuance of the
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permit. The parent, stepparegtiardianor spouse must certify the person's driving time

on a form prescribed by the Secretary of State. Vélprson has no pareastepparent,
guardian spousepr an employer may certify the drivirigne.

Successfully complete a road test. When ready to take the rogduestll mail the road

test requediorm or driving logthat wasssuedo the Motor Vehicles main office in

Augusta You will thenbe scheduletbr a road tesat a testing locationearest to yau
residenceBring your learners permit and appointment notice withtgahat scheduled
appointmentDrivers must furnish their own vehicle, properly registered (bring
registration) and inspected, for the road test. You must be accormhbgréelicensed

operator who is in possession of a valid driver's license. During the winter months, it is
possible that weather conditions could cause the cancellation of your scheduled exam.
Applicants scheduled for a road test on a day experiencingamdiar icy conditions

can elect to be rescheduled at no fee. Applicants selecting this option can call (207) 624
9000, ext. 52119.

A person under 18 years of age who has been issMeiha driver's license may not:
operate a motor vehicle while usingnabile telephone or handheld electronic devices;
operate a motor vehicle between the hours of 12 a.m. and 5 a.m.; carry passengers other
than immediate family members unless accompanied by a licensed operator who has held
a valid license for 2 years, islatst 20 years of age, is occupying a seat beside the driver
and is licensed to operate the class of vehicle operated by the driver. Immediate family
member means grandparestep grandparenparent, stepparent, brother, stepbrother,
sister, stepsistechild, stepchild, spouse, analogous family members as may be
connected via the operation of a family foster home and when living with the immediate
family, foreign exchange students, court appointed wards of an immediate family
member and a child whoserpat is deployed for military service and is under the
guardianship of an immediate family member.

These restrictions are in effect for a period of 270 days frowhenroad testwas passed
Any violation of the conditions of these restrictions will resultm a license suspension and a
270-day extension of the restrictions which may extend beyond the 18th birthday.

The first license issued to a new applicant under 21 years of pgwvisional for a period of

two yeardout onlyone year for persons at le@dt yearsof age orolder when receiving that first
license If a person is convicted of a moving violation that occurred while operating with a
provisional license, the license will be suspended for 30 days. Second and third offenses involve
moresevere penalties.

What Will the Tests Include?

|l

|l

The written test measures your understanding and knowledge of traffic laws, regulations,
driving skills and vehicle handling, as well as your ability to identify and understand
highway signs. Special emphasglaced on understanding Maine's drinking and driving
laws.

The vision screening will measure your visual acuity (how clearly you see) and your
peripheral vision (how far you can see to either side while looking straight ahead).
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T During theactualroad estan Examinerwill always be assessing your ability to maintain
control of your vehicleProper control must be maintained whigiving forward or
backward, turning left aright, or driving straight ahead. You will also be evaluated on
how well you obsere and react to other road users and pedestrians, as well as traffic
signs,signals,and conditions. You will not be asked to do anything that is extraordinary
or illegal.

Note: The road test will not be given until all other tests have beesuccessfully completed.
Who Must Take the Examinations?

T Those applying for an initial license must take all examinations.

1 Anyone changing their license classification must takeeglliredexaminations. Special
tests are administered for those wishingperate a motorcycléus,or school bus.
Additional endorsements may be added to a license following the successful completion
of all pertinent written and vision tests.

1 Applicants with a valid oubf-state license may have the written and road testsedaiv

Out of State License or Driving on an Existing License

Messagedor Those Transferring their Out-of-State License to a Maine
Non-Commercial Driver's License

T You must be at least 16 years of age to apply for a Maine license.

T If you are 16 or 1and hold a valid oubf-state license, you may be required to provide
evidence of completion of an approved driver education course prior to the issuance of a
Maine license.

1 Any outof-state license must be surrendered at the time of issuance of thelibiise.

T You will need to apply for a Commercial Driver's License if you expect to operate:

o A combination of vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,001 or more
pounds, if the gross vehicle weight rating or gross weight of the vehicles being
towed ismore tharl0,000 pounds.

o A single motor vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,001 or more
pounds or such a vehicle towing a vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating or
gross weight nomore tharl0,000 pounds.

o A vehicle carrying hazardousaterials in a quantity requiring placarding by
Federal DOT regulation.

o A vehicle designed to carry over 15 passengers including the driver.

T A written test is not required if you are applying for a passenger car license.

1 Any misstatement on the licensgopation will result in the immediate revocation of
your license and your privilege to operate in the State of Maine. Furthermore, court
action may be taken against you for any misstatement.

1 The Secretary of State shall not accept the application of amy omder the age of 18
years for an operator's license or instruction permit unless signed by a parent or legal
guardian having custody of the minor or by the spouse of the minor provided the spouse
is of the age of 18 years or older. Any person whoshtased the application of a minor
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for an operator's application or learner's permit may thereafter file with the department a
notarized written request that the license or learner's permit of said minor, so granted, be
suspended.

1 You are responsible for abiding by the Maine Motor Vehicle Laws and must become
familiar with the MaineDr i ver 6 s Li cense Manual

Driver License Renewal
Information about Your Driver's License

When you have passed the required tests, you may purchasera ligense which is valid until
your sixth birthday following the date of issue of the license or your fourth birthday following
the date of issue of the license if you are age 65 or ofdermust show proof of lawful presence
and legal residency at ¢htime of photo license processitigyou are under 18 years of age, you
must bring a parent or legal guardian with you to sign for the issuance of your picture license,
which will be mailed to you after processing. You should carry your license withtyautimes
when driving. You must show your license to any police officer who asks to see it. It is illegal to
lend your license to anyone else.

Altering a License Changing information on a driver's license carries severe penaltiels
may include theloss ofyourlicense.

Lost LicenseIf your license is lost or destroyed you must notify the Bureau of Motor Vehicles
andapply for a duplicate copyf the licenseOnce notified, the Bureau will forward the
information and material neededapply for andorocess a duplicate license.

Renewing Your Driver's LicenseAbout 45 days before a driver's license expires, a renewal
notice is mailed to the driver's most recent address on file at the Bureau of Motor Vehicles. If
you do not notify us ony address change, you may not receive a renewal notice. It is unlawful
to drive a motor vehicle with an expired license.

Change of Name or Addres# your name or address changes from that given on your license,
Maine law requires that you notify the iau of Motor Vehicles within 30 days thfe change.

Loss of Driving Privileges
Maintaining Your Driver's License

Remember, having a driver's license is a privilege that can be taken away at ahyaowmerive
inappropriately.
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Secretary of State's Authority

The Secretary of State has the authority to impose restrictions on your driver's license when it
appears necessary. One of the more common restrictions is the requirement that a licensee who
has corrective lenses must wear them while driving. Restrictions apply also as to time of day and
location of use. Driving in violation of any restrictions is unlawful.

The Secretary of State may require you to appear for a license examination or hearng at
time, even after you have been issued a driver's license. The Secretary may also require you to
furnish a statement from your doctor regarding your physical or mental condition.

The Secretary of State is authorized to suspend your license uporn oéeeipritten adverse
report of your driving from a law enforcement officer or other member of the public.

Suspension of a Minor's License or Permit

Any person who has signed the application of a minor for an operator's license or

instruction permit carthereafter, file, with the Secretary of State, a notarized written request
asking that the minor's license or instruction permit be suspended.

License Penalties and Suspension

The Secretary of State and the courts have a great deal of authority in sugpyeodioperator's
license. Driving is a privilege, and only those who prove themselves to be safe may retain that
privilege.

Your Driver's License May Be Taken Away by Revocation or Suspension

RevocationWhile rarely used, it means that your license and driving privilege is formally
terminated and you would have to apply for a new license at the end of the revocation period.

Typical offenses requiring revocation are:
T Vehicular Manslaughter. Revocation fatrleast 5 years. If alcohol is involved revocation
iS permanent.

1 Habitual Offender. Revocation for at least one year.

SuspensionSuspensions temporarily withdraw driving privileges. A person whose license has
been suspended will not be allowed to duwéil a written notice of reinstatement is received.

Typical offenses requiring suspension are:
1 Failure to file required insurance.
1 Failure to appear in court for a traffic citation.

1 Operating Under the Influence (O.U.L.).
T Administrative License Suspension
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Administrative License Suspension

Rules for administrative license suspensimlating to demerit point accumulation, convictions
and adjudicationare e most commonlytilized tool for the control of driver behavior in
Maine

Suspension Periods for Designated Convictions

The license or privilege to operate of any person convicted of eluding a police officer, passing a
roadblock or street racing may be suspended for a periaol tof 90 days.

Any person who is convicted of operating after suspension may have their license suspended for
a period of 60 days.

Persons convicted of the following offenses may have their licenses suspended for a period of 30
days:

Failure to stop foa police officer

Leaving the scene of an accident (bodily injury)
Operating alone on a permit

Operating without a license (criminal offense)

Passing a stopped school bus with its red lights flashing
Speeding by 30 miles per hour or more over the speet limi
Altering a license or registration certificate

Loaning a license

Unlawful use ofalicense

Displayinga suspended license

Falsifying an application for registration or license
Giving false information to a police officer
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Using False Identification to Obtain Liquor

This law requires a court to suspend the driver's licenseygiersonnot yet21 years of age,

who is adjudicated of the offense of using false or fraudulent miietteto obtain liquor or gain
entrance into a drinking establishment. The court is given discretionary authority to suspend the
license for 30 days for a first offense and is required to suspend the license for 90 days for a
second offense and one year &ny subsequent offense. The Secretary of State is obligated to
impose the suspension for second and subsequent offenses. The offense will carry six demerit
points

Suspension for Demerit Point Accumulation: The Maine Point System

By law, the Secretary @tate is required to adopt rules establishing a uniform system of
assigning demerit points for persons convicted of certain motor vehicle traffic offenses.
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Once certain point levels are reached (currently 6 points), a warning is issued by the Safcretary
State, and if the point total reaches 12 points or more the driver's license will be suspended.
Points will be erased from a driver's record when they become one year old.

When a suspension occurs, a driver is entitled to a hearing by the Secr&tatg'sfoffice. The
hearing examiner may continue, modify, or rescind the earlier action taken. The person under
suspension may be represented by an attorney at any hearing and the hearing decision may be
appealed to Superior Court.

Eluding a Police Officer

Eluding a police officer is a serious offense. Anyone, after being requested or signaled to stop,
who attempts to elude a law enforcement officer by driving a vehicle at a reckless rate of speed,
resulting in a higkspeed chase between the operator's ieehitd any law enforcement vehicle
using a blue light and siren, is guilty of a Class C crime. If any person suffers any serious bodily
injury because othe operator's attempt to elude a law enforcement officer, that operator
commits a Class B crime.

Leaving the Scene of an Accident

Increase in classification for the offense of leaving the scene of a bodily injury accident from a
Class D to a Class C crime, if the accident resulted in serious bodily injury or death and the
person intentionally, knowinglyraecklessly failed to stop at the scene of the accident.

Violation Free Credit

The violation free credit system awards one point for each calendar year free of convictions or
suspensions. One is permitted to accumulate up to four violation free credist poi

Continuing Driver Education

The Maine Driving Dynamics Course is an approved-figar program designed to increase
knowledge of driving hazards and the techniques to avoid these hazards. The focus is on the
prevention of collisions despite adversaditions and unsafe actions of other drivers. The
course also emphasizes the dangers associated with the use of alcohol and other drugs in
association with driving.

Successful completion of a Maine Driving Dynamics Course or other approved driver
improvenent course will deduct three points from a driver's point total. Anyone may, even with
no record, receive credit for successful completion of this course, but points will be deducted
only once in anywelve-monthperiod.

Courses are conducted by trainestinctors whenever and wherever there is sufficient demand.
The courses are often part of the local adult and continuing education program. For further
information please call the Bureau of Highway Safety at (BQ®)3840.
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120 Day Suspension

Any persorwhose license has been suspended three times within ayd@eperiod by the
Secretary of State or by a court may be subject to a further suspension for a period up to
120 days.

Mandatory Suspensions

In addition to the discretionary powers of thecretary of State, there are certain violations
which require total mandatory suspensigth no exceptionsndno "work" licenseoption
A few are listed below (for the full list, refer to M.R.S.A. Title-29.

1 Failure to answer to a motor vehislemmons to court. Whenever a person fails to appear
in court on the day specified, or fails to pay any related fine, the license will be
suspended until the appearance is made or the fine is paid.

This is one of the most common reasons for suspensiors rRin be paid.

1 Operating under the influence, blood level 0.08% or over, or refusal to submit to a blood
alcohol test require mandatory suspensions of varying termSéstienon Alcohol).

1 Driving to Endanger: Suspension for at least 30 days

T lllegal transportationpossessiomr consumption of liquor by a minor in a motor vehicle:
Suspension for at least 30 days.

1 lllegal transportation of drugs by a minor in a motor vehicle: Suspension for at least 30
days.

1 If you are responsible for accident damage @maot have liability insurance, license
and registration must be suspended until proof of insurance is filed with the Secretary of
State.

Revocation of a driver's license for certain crimes

This law requires the Secretary of State to revoke indefinitely the driver's licenses of individuals
convicted of designated criminal offenses when the individuals used a motor vehicle to commit
the offense and the operation of the vehicle caused, oedraaubstantial risk or fear of serious
bodily injury. The designated criminal offenses, including convictiareassault, aggravated
assault, elevated aggravated assault, criminal threatening, and reckless conduct. The license
revocation periods arertre years for Class A, B or C crimes, two years for a Class D crime, and
one year for a Class E offense.

Other Suspensions at Discretion of the Secretary of State

The license of any person whom the Secretary of State determines is incompetent to drive, e.g
adverse physical or mental impairments, may be suspended without a hearing, provided the
Secretary of State has reviewed all available evidence.

Incompetence relative to physical or mental handicaps is determined in accordance with

established rules (@pter 3of the Maine Functional Ability Profiles book|eis amended),
Physical, Emotional and Mental Competence to Operate a Motor Vehicle.
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Any person whose license is suspended may request a hearing, but the suspension may remain in
effect pending such hearing.

A judge has discretionary authority to suspend the driver's license of any person found in
contempt for failing to pay a fine in any criminal or civil violation proceeding. A judge may
order a driver license suspension for offenses unrelatie toperation of motor vehicles.

Section 1 practice questions:

1. Who can file a request with the Bureau of Motor Vehicles to suspend the license or
instruction permit of a minor?

2. The illegal transportation of liquor by a minor carries a minimum ssgme of how many
days?

3. How many classes of driver's license are issued in Maine?

4. What are demerit points?

5. Name the violations of traffic laws which, upon conviction, carry autorétitay
suspensions.

6. According to Maine law how many days duuyhave to inform the BMV of a name or address
change?
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SECTI ON 2
State Laws and Rules

Owning and Maintaining a Motor Vehicle

Just like having a driver's license, owning a motor vehicle carries many responsibilities. Motor
vehicles operated on Maine's public roadways must be registesaced,and well maintained.

Titling Your Motor Vehicle

A motor vehicle must have a title loeé it can be registered in Maine.

1. What is a title?

A title is a legal document which identifies ownership of a motor vehicle.

2. Why do | need a title?

To prove ownership and to show any liens (debts) on your vehicle.

3. How do | apply for a title?

If the vehicle is purchased from a Maine auto dealer, the dealer will furnish you with the blue
copy of the title application which must be presented at the time of your first registration. If the
vehicle was not purchased from a Maine auto dealer, a tgleeagppon must be completed by

you and submitted with the prior certificatetitle or manufacturer's certificate of origin,
properly transferred to you.

4. Who is the title given to?

If you are the owner and have no lien holder you will receive thelfiyeu have borrowed
money to pay for the car, the bank or credit union that lent you the money will get the title.

5. Where do | keep the certificate of title?
In a safe place; never in the vehicle
6. What vehicles do not need a title under the title {&?

Any vehicle 20 years old or oldenotorcycles with an engine size less than 300 cc and trailers
with anunloadedwveight of 3,000 pounds or less.



7. What should I do if my title is stolen, lostdestroyed,or mutilated?

You should makapplication at once for a duplicate title. Send in your mutilated or illegible
Certificate of Title with the application and proper fee.

Note: If you have any questions regarding title information, please call 26624-9000

Registering Your Vehicle

If you own any motor vehicle, mobile honteailer, or semitrailer driven orMaineroadwayg,
you must register it.

1. How do | register a vehicle in Maine?

Payment of the excise tax to a municipal tax collector is the first step in registering your motor
vehicle.An excise tax must be paid on all types of velsiebecept semitrailers. The amount of
excise tax due depends upon the age and factory list price of the vehicle being registered. The
excise tax receipt, in turn, serves as your registration applicatieback of the white copy of

the registration must be completed and signed before a registration can be issued. Ifegsu are
than18 years of aga parent or guardian must also sign tegistration form

2. Whereis amotor vehicle registration issued?

After payment of the excise tax, your registration and plates may be obtained by visiting any of
the Motor Vehicle Branch Offices listed on the inside cover of this manual or by mailing your
application and the correct fee to the BuredMotor Vehicles, 29 State House Station,

Augusta, Maine 04333. Most Maine municipalities issue registrations and plates as well. Check
with your municipality to see if they are a participant in the state's municipal agent program.

3. How much does a mior vehicle registration cost?

The registration fee for a passenger vehicle is $35.00. A registration remains valid for one year
from the month it is issued. The fee fick-up trucks with amaximumgross vehicle weight of
6,000 pounds is also $35.00. Tiegistration fee for larger trucks increassshe registered

gross weighincreases

4. Do | need to apply for a Maine titleso | canregister?

At the time of first registration, an application for title must be submitted for a vehicle tbss is
than20 years old

5. Is payment of sales tax required?
When registering any vehicle for the first time in Maine your registration application must be

accompanied by a "Use Tax Certificate". This form is used to determine if any Maine sales tax is
due. Any sas tax due must be paid at the time of first registration. These forms may be obtained
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from any Bureau of Motor Vehicles Office or from a municipal tax collector. If the vehicle to be
registered was purchased from a Maine auto dealer, the dealer wshfyou with the sales tax
form, which must be presented at the time of first registration. If you have any questions
concerning sales or use tax, you should contact the Sales Tax Division of Maine Revenue
Service at 20:287-2336.

6. How soon after moving © Maine must | register my vehicle?

Maine law requires that a Maine motor vehicle registration must be applied for within 30 days
onceresidence in the state of Maine is declared or established.

Insuring Your Motor Vehicle

Maine law requires every ownerdgnperator of a motor vehicle to maintain motor vehicle
liability insurance and to present evidence upon request of a law enforcement officer. Any
vehicle you are operating must be insured even though you are not the owner. Therefore, you
should verify andtarry evidence of insurance in the vehicle. Maine law also requires Maine
motorists to show evidence of insurance when you register a motor vehicle.

Acceptable forms of evidence of insurance include: a motor vehicle insurance card, a letter from
an insuance company or agestiowingthat the vehicle is covered by a liability insurance

policy, an insurance binder or an insurance policy that has a summary document that describes
the vehicle insured, the name of the insured, the amount of insurance (mulstaimess

minimum liability requirements), the type of insurance coverage and the period the vehicle is
covered (effective and expiration dates) to either the municipal agent or the Bureau of Motor
Vehicles.

Failure to produce evidence of insurance wiegquired can result in a charge of uninsured
operation and suspension of license and registration privileges. If you are adjudicated of failure
to produce evidence of insurance, you will be required to file proof of financial responsibility
through an SR2insurance certificate or face suspension of your license and registration
privileges. It is a crime to display evidence of insurance that is fictitious or altered.

If an uninsured motorist causes an injury or property damage of $1000 or more, theyt may no
operate a vehicle until proof of financial responsibility or proper insurance have been shown. In
addition, if a court judgment is obtained, driving and registration privileges are suspended until
such judgment is satisfied.

Uninsured Motorist CoverageBy law, all automobile liability policies written in Maine include
"uninsured motorist" coverage. This protects the insured for bodily injury damages up to the
limits of the Maine Financial Responsibility Law with higher limits optional.

Assigned RiskAny individual unable to procure insurance coverage through recjudanels
for whatevereasonsan obtain coverage through the Maine Automobile Insurance Plan. All
insurance companies selling automobile insurance in Maine are required by law, tpgiarirci
this shared market.

2-3



Inspecting Your Motor Vehicle

All motor vehicles bearing a Maine registration must have a current Maine inspection before
being operated on any public way. These inspections must be done at an official inspection
station once gear. Check with any of these stations for details. Failure to have a current
inspection sticker could mean a fine and loss of points on your driver's license. Motorcycles must
have a valid inspection sticker. A police officer may conduct a vehicle sa$ggction at any

time. In fact, Maine occasionally uses legadblockdor just that purpose.

Note: A motor vehicle safety check is also part of the driver examination. Examinations
will not be given if vehicles do not pass the regular examination criti&, or if any doors are
inoperative, seats are not securely fastened to the floor of the vehicle, or if the glove
compartment door is not securely fastened in a closed position.

These are the major items that are subject to examination which must neétstaction
standards before your vehicle can pass inspection:

T Vehicle Identification Number - (VIN) The VIN must not be changedemoved or

hidden from view.

Rear View Mirror - Must not be cracked, broken, clouded or have sharp edges.

Horn - Must be loud enough to hear from 200 feet away.

Windshield Wipers - Wipers and blades must be in good working condition

Defroster - Fan must work and defroster must blow heated air on the windshield.

Turn signals, headlights, rear lights, stop lights, ad plate light - All lights must work

properly,and all lenses must be of the proper color and type.

1 Brakes- Your vehicle must have a foot brake and a parking brake. The foot brake must
be able to stop the vehicle within 30 feet when the vehicle is @dimgiles per hour.
The parking brake must be able to hold the vehicle on a hill.

T Windshield and Windows- Must not be cracked, broken, clouded, or blocked.

1 Steering and Front End- Parts must be in good working condition and not worn.

1 Exhaust System All parts must be free of holgleaks andnust not make excessive
noise.

1 Fuel System- All parts must be free of holes and leaks.

T Tires - Must have 2/32 of an inch tread and be free of ¢tei#ss,or other dangerous
conditions. For commercial vehicle$ 10,000 pounds G.V.W., 4/32 of an inch tread is
required.

1 Registration Plates- All issued plates must be attached to the vehicle and easy to read.

1 Body or Chassis All parts must be present and free of rust, sharp edges, or other
defects.

1 SpeedometerOdometer - Must work properly and not be tampered with or changed.

1 Fuel Inlet - Must not be changed in any way.

1 Catalytic Converter - Must be properly installed and not changed in any way.
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Maintaining Your Motor Vehicle

Ensuring that your car is in prepworking order may help you to avoid an accident or
breakdown. A car in good shape can give you an extra safety margin when you need it.

While you may need a mechanic to correct the problem, you can perform the safety check
yourself.

Vehicle Maintenance

Make note of the condition of the following items whenever you drive:

|l

il

Headlights - Replace burned out bulbs and clean dirty letisaiscancut your night

vision by more than half.

Signal and Brake Lights- Replace bulbs or fuses when necessary. If these lights don't
work properly yowvill not be able to communicate with other drivers.

Windows and Windshields- Keep the glass cleanside,and out, to reduce glare and
ensure good visibility.

Tires - Look for signs of worn treads and check air pressure when tires are (loeldfe
you've driven very f3ar If your tires aren't in gooshapeyou'll have less control, use
more gas and risktae blow-out.

Brakes - Check to see that the pedal stays well above the floor when you step on it.
Listen for scraping and squealing and be aware if your vehicle is pulling to onerside
braking

Steering- If your steering wheel turns two inches ormmavithout moving the vehicle it
has too much plagndyou may not be able to turn fast enough to avoid a collision.
Windshield Wipers - Check the wiper blades for wear and for tension on the windshield.
Keep the windshield fluid botthll anduse a flud with antifreeze in the winter. If these
items are not functioning properly, your visibility will be severely limited.

Exhaust System If you hear loud noises or rattles or notice rust on the muffler or
tailpipe, you should have the exhaust system clitbitea mechanic. A leaky muffler
improperly discharges poisonous fumes. Carbon monoxide is a deadly, odorless gas
found in the exhaust of ajlaspoweredengines which causes weariness, headaches,
dizziness, nausea and ringing in the ears. Prolonged tioimatd carbon monoxidean
befatal.

Vehicle Emissions A person may not operate a gasolpwvered motor vehicle on a
public way if the motor vehicle emits visible smoke, other than water vapor, in the
exhaust emission for a periotbre tharb consecutie seconds.

Gauges- Make sure that all your gauges argyoodworking order. These can serve to
notify you of potentially serious problems with your vehicle, such as overheating or loss
of oil pressure.

Suspension Push down on the front and rear of yeehicle. If it bounces more than
twice, you may need new shocks. When shocks are worn you may have difficulty staying
in your lanewhen driving througfturvesin the road



On aregular basis, you should also check or have checked:

Oil level

Engine coolat

Transmission fluid

Brake fluid level

Fan belt tightness and wear.
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Maintaining your vehicle with frequent oil changes (every 3;0B@00 miles) angeriodic
engine tunaups will serve as prevention against many common motor vehicle problems as well
as maximimg your car's performance.

Tools and Supplies

It is advisable to equip your car with the following items in the event of a breakdown or
emergency

Owner's manual
Spare tire

Tire jack

Lug wrench
First aid kit
Blanket
Flashlight

Road maps
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Excessive Sound System Noise

A person may not operate a sound system in a vehicle on a public way at a volume that is audible
at a distance greater than 25 feet and that exceeds 85 decibels or that is greater than is reasonable
with due regard to the logah of the vehicle and the effect on persons in proximity to the

vehicle. Violation of this law is a traffic infraction and will be assessed $50 for a first offense,

$100 for a &d offense and $150 for ador subsequent offense.

Section2 - Practice Questions:

1. What is a title and how do you apply for one?

2. How often should | have my vehicle inspected?

3. What tax must be paid prior to registering a motor vehicle?

4. Will I need liability insurance when | register my motor vehicle?

5. Where and how do | register my motor vehicle?

6. What are some of the emergency suppla®luld always have in my vehiele



SECTI ON 3
Ready to Drive

Driving is one of the most dangerous thitigat you will ever dolt is very importanfor youto
be in good healtandmake good choices when you drive. Heresan@eways to be a safer
driver:

Vision and Hearing

You must be able to see clearly when you drive. It is very impohahybucanread all traffic
signs from a distance. You must see clearly so that you can quickly react to problems. If you
cannot see clearly, yatannotbea safe driver.

You should have your eyes checked regularly bg@ometristand always follow thei
recommendationdo not wear sunglasses or tinted glasses at agihey will reduce your,
critical, nighttime vision

Most of what you do behind the wheel is based on what you see. Good eyesight means:

1 Seeing clearlylf you cannot see clearly yawill have difficulty judging distancesand
spoting potentialtrouble If so,you won't be able teeact as quickly as you should

1 Good side visionYou need to see out of the corner of your eye. This lets you spot
vehicles oming up on either side of you while your eyes are on the road ahead.

1 Judging distance¥ou can see clearly and still not be able to judge distances. Good
distance judgment is importantdetermininghow far you are from other vehicles.

1 Good night visionMany people who can see clearly in the daytime have trouble at night.
Some cannot see things in a dim light. Others may have trouble with the glare of
headlightsThese challenges can put a driver at risk.

Have your eyes checked every yeatvaw by a tréned professionalYou may never know about
bad side vision or bad distance judgment unless your eyes are cbhackeedgular basis

Hearing is more important to driving than many people realize. Your hearing can warn you of
danger- the sound of horng, siren, screeching tireSometimegou can hear a vehicie a

blind spot areghat you cannot see. Hearing problems, like bad eyesight, can come on so slowly
that you do not notice them. Drivers who know they have hearing probleneacanoadjust.

They can lea more heavilyon their sght Even people with good hearing cannot hear well if the
radio is blaring. Keep the radio turned down and do not wear headsstsbudsvhile driving.

Fatigue

You are fatigued Wwen you are physically or mentally tired. It can be caused by physical or
mental strainillness,or lack of sleepRemember, when you're tired, you can't drive as well as
you do when restedratigue caraffect your focusFatigue can also make your miad body
slow downsodecisions are slower and harder to make andegtd toget upset more

easily.You may notreactasquickly as you need to if a car suddenly stops in front of {pau.

not drive if you areverly tired because gu do not want to fallsleep while driving.



Wake Upto the Facts

The U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that each year as many as
240,000 accidents are related to sleepiness at the wheel. And in a recent survey, 25% of surveyed
drivers reported havinfgllen asleep while driving, while one in twenty reported having had a

crash due to falling asleep or being drowsy while driving. What's more, these crasheseamgn be
serious. And here's an even more sobering thought; like driving under the influence of alcohol,
drowsiness severely impairs your driving ability.

You Can't Fight Off the Sandman

Most of us believe we can control when we fall asleep. But the reatltgtisleep isnot

voluntary. You can't shake it off with caffeine. You can't stave it off with loud music. And you
can't hold it off simply by cracking the window for fresh dine factis thatif you're drowsy at
thewheel t 6 s podakasleefbliedy and never even know it; thedaicro-sleeps'or brief
naps last only four to five seconkgt when you're cruising along at 55 miles an hour, the tiniest
nap can be fatal.

Catch Upon Your Sleep Before It Catches Uwith You.

If you feel like you'renot getting enough sleep, you're not alone. It's estimated that 30% to 50%
of us aren't getting the amount of sleep our bodies require. The result is a "sleep debt" we owe
ourselves. And the only way to erase this debt is to get more sleep. So dooletdjofeeling

alert just before you plan to drive, because as soon as you get behind the wheel and relax, your
sleep debt may take over and put you in serious danger of falling asleep.

How Much Sleep Does Your Body Really Need?

Everybody has a biologicaked for a certain amount of sleep. It's possible you may be able to
get by with as little as 6 hours. But you could be someone who requires as much as 10 hours of
sleep. How can you know? For starters, you shouldn't have to rely on an alarm clock yowake
every morning; if you're getting enough sleep, your brain will wake you automatically. Here's
another way to tell: do you sle&gierduringweekends or doze off when you're sitting up? If

you do, your body is telling you something. And you owe itdor health and safety to listen by
getting more sleep.

Give It a Restfor Safety
Here aresometips to help assure you arrive safely.

1 Make sure you get plenty of sleep the night before leaving on a trip. Plan to drive only
during the time you anmeormally awake. And never try to push through to your
destination rather than pulling off the road and finding a safe place to rest.

T Avoid driving during your body's "downtime". Takieat needetireak and find a safe
place to sleep between midnight andré.a

1 Talk with your passenger if you have someone along for thetkipep your mind
stimulated Trade off driving duesto allow one another to rest.



Make sure both people in the front seats are awake. A driver who needs rest should go to
the back seahuckle up and nap. Why? When the objective is to always remain alert, it
doesn't help if the person next to you is sawing logs.

Schedule a break every two hours or 100 nblgsstop sooner if you're experiencing any

of the danger signasf fatigueand tale a short 15 t@0-minuterefreshemap.

Check the labels on your medicine. Some medicinecaile drowsiness

Do not drink alcohol and drive.

Do not take other drugs when you drive.

The Danger Signs of Drowsiness

=A =4 =4 =4 -4 -4

You must make a conscious effort to kgeprr eyes open.
You want to prop your head up.

You can't stop yawning.

You don't remember driving the last few miles.

You keep drifting from your lane.

You have wandering, disconnected thoughts.

If you experience even one of thesgnptomsyou're headdfor troubleso pull off the road and
find a safe place to takbat neededshort nap.

The best way to avoid fatigue is to get plenty of rest.

Driver Distractions

A distraction is anything that takes your mind or body away from driving. Distractions can
cause crashesyjuries,and deaths. Not looking at the road or taking your hands off the steering
wheel is dangerous. Anything that takes your mind away frovindris a hazard.

Try to prevent distractions before driving by turning off
cell phones, setting navigation systeeegjng,and
grooming before you leave, and securing all loose items

When driving:

T

)l
)l
T
il
il

Do not talk on the phone and do not text.
D o n égtie wah passengers.

Do not eat while driving.

Be sure children are safely buckled up.
Keep pets in a pet carrier, not loose in the vehicle.

Eliminate things that take your mind away from driving. It is your job to drive your
vehicle safely.



We live in a 24houra-day, informationdrivensociety in which instant communicationsais
accepted part of life. Data shows that 91% of Americans have a cell phone, and text messaging
has increased over 2,200% in the last five years!

Instant commurgiations can make businesses more efficient, increase productivity and bring
other benefits to society, including rapid response to emergencies. However, the use of
communication devices in moving vehicles can distract the driver's attention from theyprimar
task of driving and lead to crashes as critical and as devastating as those caused by impaired
driving or other dangerous driving behavior.

Distracted driving may now be the single largest contributing factor to traffic crashes.

An in-cab driving stugl of commercial truck drivers by the Virginia Tech Transportation
Institute indicated that by far the most dangerous distraction observed was texting. The study
revealed that truck drivers who texted while driving had 23 times the risk of being involred in
crash or a neagrash incident.

Laws that prohibit cell phone use and texting have an impact on safety, but stopping the
senseless crashes and deaths that distractions can cause is best accomplished by changing driver
behavior.

To manage or eliminawistractions, it's important to understand the three distinct types:

Visual distractions that cause the driver to look away from the road and view something
unrelated to driving, such as billboards, accident scenes, street signs and other external stimuli.

Manual distractions in which the driver removes one or both hands from the steering wheel or
other driving control to perform a nairiving task, such as eating, drinking, adjusting mirrors,
tuning theradio,or programming a GPS.

Cognitive distractions aremental thoughts and feelings (anger, anxiety, worry, gtatgistract
the driver and divert attention from the road.

While the news media and regulators have focused primarily on the dangers of texting and hand
held cell phone use in namg vehicles, other types of distractions are equally dangeXaasly
all accidents involve a combination of two or even all three types of distractions!

Short glances at vehicle instrumentation, mirrors, installed communication devices, or other
techndogy can be done safely if these scans are limited to less than one second and are related
only to the driving task. In the rush to be on time for a-piglor delivery deadline or to get

ahead of traffic congestiome maymake the sometimdatal mistakeof attempting to multtask
behind the wheel.
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Using a Cellular Telephone in Your Vehicle

When poperly used cellular phones enhance driver safety and provide a mobile alert network for
the community. To help ensure car phone users drive safely pleasetf@lcommonsense
advice offered below.

Recognize that driving requires your full attention.

Pull off the road before dialing.

Have your vehicle fitted with a hanéi®e or speaker phone.

Ask a passenger in the car to place the call for you.

For emergenck tell the operator whether you are reporting a medical or police
emergency, your exact location, and whether there appear to be injuries.

1 Put portable phones in their cradtegshey do nobecone projectiles in a crash.
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A person who has not attained #ige of 18 years specificallyprohibited from operating a
motor vehicle while using a mobile telephonéhandheldcelectronic device. A violation of the
statute is considered a traffic infraction.

Aggressive Driving

Aggressive driving is dangerous. dm@ssive drivingncludesspeeding, following too close,
unsafe lane changes, not signaling when you turn, and not obeying traffic controls (stop signs,
yield signs, traffic signals, rail crossing signals, etc.)

Aggressive driving can harm you and others.

Donét get otkendgverg makdngstakes or act rude. Be patient and courteous to
othes.

Keeping Fit to Drive

Driving is one of the most complex things that people do. To do it well takes a lot of skill and
judgment. When you are a new drivewitl takeall the alility you haveto drive safely If
anything happens to lowératability youwill not driveaswell. Your ability to drive is affected

by:
Alcohol and Other Drugs

Alcohol and other drugs apentributing factorsn about 40% of all fatal crashes. Your chance
of being in a crash is much greater if you drink or use dangsdriving. When learning to
drive in Maine, one of the most important things to bear in mind is this: OPERATING A
MOTOR VEHICLE IN MAINE IS A RRIVILEGE, NOT A RIGHT - those who fail to drive in a
safe and prudent manner will be denied that privilege. In other wdrgsu misbehave behind
the wheel, yoWILL BE SEVERELY PENALIZED.



ONE OF THE SUREST WAYS TO LOSE YOUR LICENSE IS TO DRINK AND DRIVE.

Alcohol is a drug. It is the most used and abused drug in America today; alcohol can and has
ruined the lives of untold millions. If you have been drinkiD®N'T DRIVE. If youwill be
driving, DON'T DRINK!

To discourage drinking and driving, Maihas enacted one of the nation's toughest operating
under the influence (OUI) laws. In fact, the chance of arrest and punishment is higher in Maine
than in most other states!

REMEMBER: If you value your life and the lives of others, and the thought of eitbeminal
record or time in jail does not appeal to yddON'T DRINK AND DRIVE!

If you are under 21

It is illegal for those of you who have not reached the age o 2bnsume, purchase or

transport any alcoholic beverage. Therefore, you may not drive after consamgismgnount of
alcohol. Alcohol and other drugs affect your ability to see what is happening around you. They
slow your reaction to dangeanddelayyour reflexes.

If you are convicted of operating a motor vehicle while under the influence, you will:

lose your driver's license for at least grear

receive a stiff fine

possibly spend some time in jall

be required to pay a license reinstatement fee

be regired to complete an alcohol and other drug education, evaluation and treatment
program

T if you have passengers under the age of 21 with you, your license will be suspended for
an additional 180 days

=A =4 =4 -4 4

Effect of Alcohol and other Impairing Drugs
Alcohol andother drugswill affect:
1 Your pdgment Your ability to solve problems.

1 Yourvsioni Your most important driving sense is your vision. Alcohol and drugs blur
your vision and slow your ability to focus. They cause double vision. They reduce your
ability to judge distancespeedand movement. Vision is impacted at .02 BAC for all
drivers.

1 Color Distinctioni Reduces your ability to see different colors.
1 Your reactiontimei Alcohol and other drugs lower your ability to react to danger.

Do not drive if you haveonsumedilcohol or other drugs. You begin losing your driving skill
with the first drink. With one or more drinks you could be arrested for driving under the
influence of alcohol or other drugs. Never let someone else drive if they have been drinking.



How Drinking Impairs Driving

Driving an automobile is ndhe easy carefree task as many would have you believe. Driving
requires constant decision making and is, by its very nature, difficult and dangerous. Good
Driving Requires:

1 Good Judgment- Good judgment is the ability to think clearly and to make quick
decisions, includig proper evaluations of timepaceand distance. Alcohol impairs
good judgment. The more a driver drinks, the more rapidly their judgment goes from bad
to deadly.

1 Good Perception- Good perception is the ability to see clearly and be visually aware of
what is going on around you while driving. The ability to see well becomes even more
important at night since normal vision is reduced by 50% because there is not enough
light for your eyes to function properly. Drinking severely diminishes good perception.
For instance:

o Alcohol relaxes the eye muscles and thus reduces your ability to see when there is
a sudden increase in light, such as when the headlights of an oncoming car are in
your eyes. It normally takes about seven seconds for your eyes to recaver fro
headlight glaresoat 55 miles per hour that is almost the length of two football
fields! The eyes of drinking drivers take significantly longer to adugtat same
glare

o Alcohol also affects your ability to identify objects to the side when looking
ahead. After consumirgcohol,you have a reduceability to see merging,
passing or parked vehicleand/orpedestrians or bicyclists on the side of a road.

o Additionally, alcohol decreases your ability to judge how close or far away
anothewehicleor obect is.

T Emotional Control - Having control over one's emotions enables the sober driver to use
good judgment while driving. As a depressant, alcohol gradually shuts down more and
more areas of the brain. As time passes, drinkers become less and less rational, more
easily saddenedpset or angry and thus more likely to take risks while driving.

1 Alertness, Concentration, Coordination and Reaction Time Alcohol also interferes
with the brain's ability to react and to concentrate. A driver who has consumed alcohol is
more apt to falbsleep at the wheel or drive off the roadway. Moreover, the more a
person drinks, the less control they have over coordinating body functions and
movements.

Simply put, a person who has been drinking is more likely to:

- Drive too fast or too slow for preiNiag conditions;

- Fail to dim headlights for oncoming traffic;

- Pass improperly leaving insufficient clearance, taking too long, or swerving too much;
- Make frequent lane changes;

- Fail to remain in the center of the lane;

- Overshoot and/adisregard traffic signals;

- Lose alertness and adaptability in emergencies; and

- Take too long to brake.

3-7



WARNING: Worse yet, as your sight, reflexesordinationand judgment diminish with each

sip of alcohol, you become less and less aware of it. Youd=eziop a false sense of well

being and confidence. In short, you become a menace to yourself and everyone else on or near a
roadvay and you don't evaralizeit!!

GOOD DRIVERS DON'T DRINK!
Your likelihood of a car crash increases with each drink! Ydbiances of an accident incresise

as your BrAC rises
Alcohol Level (See Pags-9 & 3-10)

0.05grams ............... 1 times
0.10grams ............... 6 times
0.15grams ............... 25 times

Over 50% of all fatally injured drivers have an alcohol lefeD6 grams per 100 milliliters of
blood or 210 liters of breath.

Myths Concerning Alcohol

Beer vs. boozeSome people think that if they driblkeer,they are consuming less alcohol than
those who drink mixed drinks. They are wrong! There is approximttelgame amount of
alcohol in a 12 oz. can of beer as there is in a 1 0z. shot of 100 proof hard ligdoozrglass
of table wine (or a 10 oz. wine cooler).

"People get drunk only from switching drinks.WRONG! Switchingdoesn't usually make
much of a difference. People get drunk from drinking too much. Period!

"People are friendlier when they have been drinking0RONG! Statistics show that roughly
onehalf of all murders are alcohotlated, as are orthird of all sucides.

"Few women abuse alcoholWRONG! Alcohol abuse does t
discriminate. Women are just as likely to abuse alcohol as |

Sobering upBecause everyone's liver oxidizes alcohol at a
constant rate, nothing but time will sober you up. Drinking t
coffee, taking a colghower,or exercising will only result in a
wide awakeywet, or sweating drunk!

Alcohol and the Law

KNOW THE LAW: THE FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF MAINE'S OPERATING
UNDER THE INFLUENCE (OUI) LAW



Immediate Suspension by Secretary of State

If you are the operator of a motor vehicle and are driving with an alcohol level of 0.08 grams per
100 milliliters of blood or 210 liters of breath, you are guilty of a criminal offense of operating
under the influence (see description below). Vially in most instances, be promptly arrested

and taken off to jail. Following your arrest and based solely on the police report and an alcohol
level test result, the Secretary of State will immediately suspend your license. This suspension
takes place porr to any court appearance, so while you are waiting for your appearance before a
judge, you won't be driving!

Breath Alcohol Concentration

Breath alcohol (BrAis simply a precise way of recording the percentage of grams of alcohol
per 210 liters of breath concentration. It is expressed in grams and measured by chemical
analysis. BrAC is determined by the amount of alcohol consumed, the time required bythe bod
to rid itself of alcohol, and the person's weight. The body eliminates alcohol at a constant rate
that cannot be changed.

Note: Any amount of alcohol is likely to impair your driving ability.

Alcohol Level Testing

There are two types of tests which canused to measure alcohol levEtfe Breath or Blood

test. These tests are designed to measure the quantity of alcatsalnple obloodor breath

The results of such testing may be used as evidence in court and are fully accepted in all courts
as accuate. Under current Maine law, the police officer will administer a breath test (either a
Sobermeter or an Intoxilizer) unless the officer determines that it is unreasonable for such a test
to be administered. If the breath test is not administered, itrex @ill be required to submit to a
blood test which may be administered by a physician of the droresise ifthe physician is
reasonably available.

"Implied Consent" What is it All About?

It is important for Maine drivers to remember that a driver®se is not a basic "right”
guaranteed under our Constitution. It is a privilege that is issued and may be withdrawn at the
discretion of the State.

Stated briefly, when you operate a motor vehicle in Maine you automatically consent to a test at
any time the authorities wish to administer it. You will not be forced to take such a test, but your
driver's license will be immediately suspended if you refuse. The suspension will be for a period
of up to six years by the Secretary of State. dnadministative suspension that means no

court action is necessay addition, testimony of the arresting police officer regarding

your driving performance can result in an OUI conviction even without the alcohol test

results to back it up!

The law further regires any operator of a motor vehicle to submit to a chemical test to

determine drug concentration if there is probable cause to believe the driver operated a motor
vehicle while under the influence of a drug other than alcohol.
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The administrative suspdns issued by the Secretary of State remains in effect even if you are
later found innocent of OULI. 180, if you are found guilty based on the police officer's testimony,
your refusal to take a test will be considered as an aggravating factor by thanddaysother

OUI suspension will be tacked on, so you will have a much longer penalty thanhgiou
submitted tahe test.

Remember, a test can also protect you. If you are not legally intoxicated, the test will show it.

If you are Convicted of Operatingunder the Influence or Operating with an Excessive
Alcohol Level

1st Court Convictionf you are convicted of OUI and your alcohol level is 0.08 to 0.14 grams
per 100 milliliters of blood or 210 liters of breath:

you will receive a mandatory fine of atl $500.00, $600.00 with refusal

you lose your license for at least 150 days

you mustpay a license reinstatement fee

be required to attend an alcohol and other drug education and treatment program

= =4 =4 A

Or

If you are convicted of OUI and your alcolteVel is 0.15 grams per 100 milliliters of blood or

210 liters of breath or more; or you are traveling 30 mph or more over the speed limit; or you
attempt to elude an officer of the law; or you refuse to take an alcohol level test; or you have a
passengeunder the age of 21 in the vehicle:

T you will spend at least 48 hours in jail (96 hours if you refuse a test)

T lose your license for at least 150 days

1 pay a license reinstatement fee

T and be required to attend an alcohol and other drug education and treatrgesim

Any additional OUI offenses wiresultin more severe penalties. Alsall 2nd and subsequent

OUI offenders will have to demonstrate proof of liability insurance before being allowed to have
their license reinstated. Maine offers an ignitioritttck program for OUI offenders. Contact

the OUI Section (207) 628000 ext. 52104 for additional information.

There are no provisions whatsoeverdavork or limited license durinthe minimum periodof
suspesionfor anOUI conviction Offenders arenitially absolutely prohibited from driving!

Conditional Licenses
When a person convicted of OUI applies for reinstatement of their license, they are issued a

license under the condition that they not operata vehicle with any amount of alcohaltheir
system
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Additional Suspension:

A suspension period of 275 daysist be added to the OUI or refusal suspension if
a passenger under the age of 21 was in the vehicle.

After the first OUI conviction, the reinstated license is conditional for one year.
After a second or subsequent conviction, it is conditional for tarsye THINK
A conditional licensee will have their driver's license suspended for one year, without
preliminary hearingif operating a motor vehicle with any amount of alcohol.

A conditional licensee will have their driver's license suspended for the sane@siosperiods
which apply to 2nd or 3rd OUI convictions if operating with 0.08 grams or more of alcohol per
100 milliliters of blood or 210 liters of breath or higher.

A conditional licensee will have their driver's license suspended for a period gpéanofor any
refusal to submit to an alcohol test, a penalty which will be added to any suspension previously
handed down for an OUI conviction.

Other Impairing Drugs and Driving

Many drugs besides alcohol affect your ability to drive. These dramgfiave the effect that

alcohol does, or even worse. This is true of many prescription drugs anth@eeunter drugs.

The word "drug" commonly refers to prescription medications,-theecounter remedies, as

well as illegal substances. The use obaarthe-counter medication or a prescription drug does
not constitute a defense in court. When alcohol and other drugs combine in the body, the risk of
having a traffic accident becomes even greater.

Overthe-Counter Drugs

Overthe-counter drugs for headaes,colds,and allergie®r for calming nerves can make you

dr owsy. Pep pill s, 0 vopmeeousdiazy,and dnabdeitodfdcus.pi | | s
Some allergy remedies, cough syrups and cold pills which you can buy without prescription
contain caleine, alcoholantihistaminespr bromides which can affect drivinghey can also

affect your vision. Check the label before you take an-theecounter drug. If you are not sure

if it is safe, ask your doctor or pharmacist about side effects.

Prescrption Drugs

Some prescription drugs can affect you just as alcohol does. Check the label before you take a
drug. If you are not sure if it is safe to take the drug and drive, ask your doctor or pharmacist.

1. Amphetamines.Amphetamines are used as stimusabiut they can decrease one's
ability to concentrate and cause hallucinations. Also, when the effect wears off, one is
likely to be very tired and depressed.

2. Tranquilizers. These drugs can cause dizziness or drowsiness when combined with
alcohol. They cacause heart failure, dangerously lower blpogssureand cut off the
flow of oxygen to the brain.
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3. Barbiturates. Barbiturates are sedatives used primarily to help one to sleep. Excessive
use can produce drowsiness, confusion, lack of coordinateonors,and difficulty in
thinking clearly.

4. Marijuana. Studies show that users of marijuana have more arrests far #afétions
than other drivers. Use of marijuana can cause drowsiness and inability to judge time and
space. Also, some users report that they tend to concentratdyane object at a time,
ignoring other objects around them.

lllegal Drugs

Hard drugs.Hard drugs such as morphine, opiwtogcaineand heroin are narcotics. These

drugs have the power to make users completely unaware of, or indifferent to, their surroundings.
Other side effectmcludedizziness, incoherence, nausea and vomitllegaldrugs caraffect

your reflexes, judgment, vision, and alertness just like alcohol.

Combining Alcohol and Other Drugs

The Drug-Alcohol Mix. Many times,worse than alcohol or drugs used alone is the use of
alcohol and drugs at the same time. The comhimigence of these two substances can produce
dangerous effects on the mind and body, often resulting in death.

Never drink when you are taking other drugs. Drugs can increase the effects of alcohol. They can
also add effects of their own. Yahouldnot drink alcohol or use drugs atigendrive.

It is extremely dangerous to drive under the influence of any dyaj, de otherwise. If you are
convicted of driving in this condition you will be subject to the same punishments as those for
driving under the influence of alcohol. Additionally, being found in possession of illegal drugs or
illegal transportation of drugsy a minor may result in severe penalties.

Vehicle Seizure

A person arrested for operating under the influence or operating after suspension if the
suspension was for a previous OUI or OUI offense, is subject to vehicle seizure and payment of
any towingand storage fees as well as a fine and jail time. This means that you could lose not
only your freedom, but your vehicle as well.

Drivers Involved in Fatal Accidents

1 Every driver involved in a fatal motor vehicle accident or an accident where a death is
likely to occur must submit to a chemical test. Failure to do so will result in geare
license suspension.

1 If the Secretary of State is satisfied that a driver, while under the influence of alcohol or
drugs, negligently operated a motor vehicle in smomanner as to cause the death of any
person, the Secretary of State shall immediately suspend that operator's license for at least
1year. This suspension will be consecutive to any suspension imposed for refusal to submit
to a chemical test.
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9 Moreover, aonviction for vehicular homicide in criminal court will result in an extended
prison term and a revocation of your driver's license for at least 5 years. If you were
under the influence of intoxicants at the time of the offense, your license will descevo
permanently.

Open Container Law

The operator of a vehicle on a public way
is in violation of law if the operator or a passenger in the passenger area of the vehicle consumes
alcohol or possesses an open alcoholic container.

Exceptions:

1 The operator oa passenger possesses an open alcoholic beverage container in a vehicle
not equipped with a trunk if the open alcoholic beverage container is located behind the
last upright seat of the vehicle or in an area not normally occupied by the operator or
passengr.

1 A passenger transported for a fee consumes alcohol or possesses an alcoholic beverage
container in a vehicle designed for the-lfore transportation of passengers other than a
taxicab.

T A passenger possesses an open alcoholic beveratgnerpr a @ssenger consumes
alcohol in the living quarters of a motor home, trailer, seailer or truck camper.

1 The operator or the operator's employer holds a valigrefihise catering licensand
alcoholis being transported either to or from a catered event.

REMEMBER: Any conviction of OUI Results in a Criminal Record!!

Operating Under the Influence is Costly, in Fact One Drink Over the Legal Limit Could Cost
Well Over $7,000:

Towing Charges $50.0(
Bail bond $40.0(
Lawyer $2000.0(
Fine $500.0(
Alcohol Education course $300.0(
3-Year Irsurance Surcharge $4000.0(
Loss of Work Time (Jail) $300.0(
LicenseReinstatemenfee $50.0(
Total $7240.0(

Special Notice for Teenagers and Young Adults
The leading cause of death for young people irhiged States (ages 16 to 24) is alcohol

related automobile accidents. Approximately 8,500 young adults are killed and an additional
40,000 are crippled or disfigured every year due to drinking and driving in this country.
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Remember, alcohol is a drug, mug which has damaged or destroyed the lives of tens of
millions of drinkers and their familieglcohol is the Most Dangerous and Widely Used Drug
in the United States Today.

Though one or two drinks may make some people feel livelier, alcohol is asheyrasd the
more you take in, the more your brain is put to sleep. Once absorbed into your blood stream,
alcohol travels to all parts of your body. An abusive drinker is likely to have many serious
physical problembecause oéxcessive use of alcohol.

Moreover, you can have furglax,and enjoy life without drinking. Ultimately, whether you
choose to drink is up to you. You musowever, be aware that itillegal for you to buy alcohol

if you areless tharR1 years of age. Furthermore, iillsgal for you to transport alcohol in a

motor vehicle unless in the scope of employment or at the request of a parent or guardian. It is
illegal to transport illegal drugs in a motor vehicle at any time.

If you are ever found to be operating a motor vehicle aiyhamount of alcohol in your blood
(or refuse to submit to the blood or breath tgst) will lose your driver's license for at least
one year,and if convicted of OUI, receive a fine and possibjgil sentence

NOTE: RegardingMaine's OUI laws, all licenses issued to minors (people under 21 years of
age) are considered provisional and subject to immediate suspension until the individual attains
the age of 21.

IN ADDITION

1 A criminal record has seldom ever been considered ahwalsea applying foajob,
collegeentry, military serviceor credit.

1 Overall costs associated with OUI offenses (i.e. fines, increased insurance charges, court
costs) are, in most instances, much more prohibitive for teenagers than they are for older,
more financially secure adults$7,240.00 is a lot harder to come by for someone who is
either unemployed or making minimum wage.

Over half of the young people killed in alcohol related crashes were not the ones who were
drinking! Protect your future.
Don't drink and drive, and d o nri@etalong with anyone who has.
Get home safe soall a taxi - catch a bus- call a friend or relative!

Could you live with yourself if you killed or injured someone while driving after drinking?
When you drive, you are respdoig for the safety of your passengers, other drivers on the road,
and pedestrians. You can protect your family and friends not only by not drinking and driving
yourself, but by encouraging others to do likewise.

MAKE THE RIGHT DECISION: CHOOSE LIFE!
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Emotions

Emotions caraffectyour ability to think. They affect your ability to see and respond to hazards
as well It is more difficultto drive well when you are worried, excited, afradgry,or sad.

Ways to deal with your emotions:

1 Give yourself time to cool off. Take a short walk or a nap. 8tathe road until you feel
more in contral

1 Give yourself extra driving time. Leave early.
1 Have someone else drive.

Your Health

Any health problem can affect your driviagility such as bad cold, infection, or a virus. Even
little problems like a stiff neck, a cough, or a sore leg can affectgrving. If you are not "up
to par" let someone els® thedriving.

With shortterm illnesses, you must decide for yourself if you can safely drive. Withtéony
conditions that euld affect your driving the Bureau of Motor Vehicledl sharen that

decision. The driver's license examiner can help you decide when and how you may safely drive
and whether you need any special equipment. Many people withdomgmedical conditions or
disabilities are licensed to drive in Maine.

Medical conditions ad disabilities that are evaluated include, but are not limited to:

1 Conditions that affect alertnedsor example, diabetes, heart problems, epilepsy, and
severe lung disorders may reduce alertness. However, if the condition is shown to be
stable and weltontrolled you may be licenséa drive in Maine

T Physical disabilitiesMany people drive with, for example, multiple sclerosis, cerebral
palsy, amputation of limbgaralysisor Parkinsonism. Some peopidl need additional
training and perhaps specejuipment on the vehiclghich may result in a restriction on
a license

T Vision and hearing problems

If your medicalcondition has changed, or you have started to use special equipment, a driving

evaluation may beequired. An examiner willneedto assess your driving abilities to determine
if you cancontinue tchandle the vehicle safejndretain your license
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Sedion 3 Practice Questions:

1. What is the BrAC level which denotes operating under the influence (O.U.l.) in Maine
for people under 21 years of age.

What is the legal BrAC level for determining O.U.l. in those aged 21 and older in Maine?
What does "implied awsent” mean?

What drug is the most damaging and widely used in the United States today?

True or false? An O.U.I. offense could cost you more than $7,000.

List the three distinct types of driving distractions?

oahwnN
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SECTI ON 4
Before You Drive

Adjusting Your Seat

Sit straight up with your back against the seat and feet on the floor. Adjust your seat and mirrors
so you carclearly seall around the vehiclérou shouldbe sitting so you caeasilyreach the

foot pedalsProper seat adjustment will allovoyto comfortablyreach the steering wheel while
leavingenoughspace for airbageploymenin a crashHere are some general rules to follow

when adjusting your seat:

1

1

Adjust the seat so that you are high enough to see the road. If the seat is too low, use a
seat cushion. Don't move the seat so far forward that you can't steer properly.

You should be aklto move your foot easily from the brake to
the gas pedalhile keeping youheel on the floor.

The top of the steering wheel should be no highan your
shoulderdut should alstve belowyour chin level.

Leave 10 inches between your chest tredsteering wheel
because of the airbagdo not lean the seat back.

Your head rest should contact the back of your head above t
level of your ears.

Adjusting Your Mirrors

l

Peripheral View >
Head-Turn Vision 4G

Adjust the inside mirror so that it frames the rear
window. If you have aay/night mirror, make sure it is
set for the time of day you are driviagduse it to
guard against glare from the headlights of cars behin
you. Adjust the rearview and side mirrors before you
start driving because in heavy traffic, when you really
needthem, you won't have time to adjust them.




Adjust outside mirrors to give maximum View

outside mirrorsTo set the left side mirror, rest your head against the closed left window. Set the
mirror so you can barely see the rear left edge of your eehj

»
I To set theight-sidemirror, lean to the right so your | e, E
head is directly below the rearview mirror. Set the | ¢ .
mirror so that you can barely see the right side of yqur .
vehicle. N .
. \4 y
Using Safety Belts : \4

Always fasten your safety belt. Everyone in your vehicle must have a fasteetyobsif or

child safetyseat. Safety belts reduce injuries and deaths in crashes. They keep you from being
thrown from the vehicleYour chances of surviving a crash are up to five times greater if you
stay inside the protection of your car.

In Maineit is against the law tdrive withoutwearing a safety belt.

You're in better shape to handle an emergency if you are wearing safety
about twice as good as if you do notydiu are wearing both lap belt and
shoulder strap your chances are three to four times as Goey keep you

from being thrown from the car. Safety belts also help the driver control t
car. Here's how:

1 They keep you from moving around on the seaudten stops and turns. They keep you
behind the wheel no matter what happens. You can't control your car if you slide from
behind the wheel.

1 They slow your body down with your car. If you are not wearing safety belts and have a
collision, here's what happs:

DRIVER

|
4
P e et |
e
\V E
i 4

J

Wi g

Your car stops but you keep gomg at the same speec
were traveling, until you hit the dashboard or windshi
At 30 MPH, this is like hitting the ground from the top
a threestory building.

1 They help you to stay alert by keeping you frdoushing while you drive. They also
help to keep you from getting tired by cutting down on the effort needed to keep your
body in the seat as the car bounces and turns.
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If you were struck from the sid“é', the impe
could push you across the séaafety belts
keep you in position so you can control tt
car.

The only way that safety belts can do all these things is if they are buckled. There is no time to
buckle them when an emergency happens. iastdo it before you start the car.

NOTE: Approximately 45,000 people die motor vehicleaccidentsn the U.S.each year. Such
crashes are the primary cause of death for people between the ages of 1 and 34. Statistically,
every citizen has a one in three chance of being in a serious accident ihdmdifer When used
properly lap and shoulder belts can reduce the risk of a serious or fatal injunbby«40

Despite these statistics, more than half of all adult Americans don't buckle up. Young people are
even less likely to do so, it's estimated tkat than a quarter of all teens use safety belts.

To wear the safety beltroperly:

1 Wear the shoulder harness across your shoulder and Atipsdt the shoulder strap so it
is snug but just loose enough to let your fist go between the belt andhgsir The
shoulder harness shouidt be under your arm or behind your back. This can cause
internal injurieduringa crash.

1 Keep the lap belight, but comfortable, across your lap and hips

Make sure it is below your stomach and rests on your hip bdhess.

will help keep you from slidingut of thesafetybeltduringacrash.

1 If you wear safety belts like this, they will be comfortable, and
theywill give you plenty of protection.

Safety belts should be worn even if you have air bag#4any vehicles

are now equipped with airbags which will inflate upon frontgdaet. Airbags give you extra
protection when the front of your vehicle hits, or is hit by, an object. You must also use your
safety beltgo gain full protectionduring a crash.

Air Bags

Air bags work along with safety belts. In a crash, air bags and safety belts help keep your head
and upper body from hitting the steering wheel or dash. Safetyabelésr bagswill help

protect youduring a vehicle crashSafety beltsold you in plae during a collision. Always

wear safety belts, even if you have air bags.

Read your ownerd6s manual for specific infor ma



Keeping Children Safe

Make sure child safety seats are used correstyhildren age 12 and under must in the
back seatNever place aearfacing child safety seat in front of an active passenger airTleag.
ensure that children ride safely, remember these rules.

9 Read your vehicle owneré6és manual and child
The safety seat should be held properly in place by the vehicle's safety belts and the child
should be correctly buckled in the child safety seat.

1 The back seat is the safest place for a child of any age to ride. Jnfadés age Zhould
always ridan the back seat facing the redhose two years and older front facing.

1 Make sure everyone is buckled up. Unbuckled occupants can be hurt or killed by an

airbag.

12-yearold and younger should always ride in the rear seat.

Children near airbags areraék, particularly those in redacing child safety seats. Never

place an infant in the front seat of a car with a passenger side airbag.

1 All drivers or front seat passengers, especially spoegnantor elderly ones should sit
as far back as possidi®m the steering wheel or dashboard.
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Use of safety belts passengerspperators.
1. Definitions.

1 "Child safety seat" means a child safety seat that meets the standards described in the
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards.

T "Federally approved child s&raint system” means a child passenger restraint system that
is designed to elevate a child to enable that child to properly sit in a federally approved
lap and shoulder belt system and that meets the requirements of the Federal Motor
Vehicle Safety Staratds.

2. Children under 55 pounds.When a child who weighs less the
55 pounds is being transported in a motor vehicle that is requir
by the United States Department of Transportation to be equip
with safety belts, the operator must have the child properly sec
in a child safety seat.




3. Passengers less than 3@ars of age.

|l

The operator shall ensure that a child who weighs at%&gstunds but less than 80

pounds and who is less than 8 years of age is properly secured in a federally approved
child restraint system.

The operator shall ensure that a child whiess than 18 years of age but more than 8

years of age or who is less than 18 years of age and more than 4 feet, 9 inches in height is
properly secured in a seat belt unless that child is required to be secured in a child
restraint system or in a childfety seat.

The operator shall ensure that a child who is less than 12 years of age and who weighs
less than 100 pounds is properly secured in the rear seat of a vehicle, if possible.

4. Other passengers 18 years of age and older; operatovghen a person8lyears of age or
older is a passenger in a vehicle that is required by the United States Department of
Transportation to be equipped with seat belgphssenger must be properly secured in a seat
belt. The operator of a vehicle that is required bylthied States Department of Transportation
to be equipped with seat belts maktobe secured ia (he operator)sseat belt.

5. Exceptions.

il

il

il

A rural mail carrier of the United States Postal Service is not required to be secured in a
seat belt while engagl in the delivery of mail.

The operator of a taxicab or a limousine is not responsible for securing in a seat belt a
passenger transported for a fee.

A newspaper delivery person is not required to be secured in a seat belt while engaged in
the actual deliery of newspapers from a vehicle or performing newspaper delivery duties
that require frequent entry into and exit from a vehicle.

Section 4 Practice Questions:

1.

In Maine children and adults up to what age are required to wear safety belts or be
securedn a safety seat when riding in an automobile?

True or false? Seat belts help you to stay alert.

Approximately how many people die each year in motor vehicle accidentslimitiel

States?

True or false? If your vehicle has air bags then the use of safety bwitseguired.

True or false? When used properly, lap and shoulder belts can reduce the risk of a serious
or fatal injury by 4055%.

Why is it recommended that the driver shouldtkeir seat back so there is at least 10

inches of space between their body and the steering wheel?
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Getting Started

Starting the Engine

Check your ownero6s manual f of‘"’ -
the vehicle is in AP0 (par k)= "~
turn the ignitionto theon positionto check the lights and gauges
(fuel level, ABS, air bags, etc.). Turn the ignition ®lito start
(engage the engingurn on the low beam headligh#sd lock the
doors.

Moving Forward

Put the vehicle in ADo6 (drive). Check ahead
andthen gradually accelerate. The top of your foot should be on the gas ééalomr heel
remainson the floor.

Basic Operating Procedures: Manual Transmission

The key to smooth clutch operation is learning to sense the friction point. Thigpminhehen,

as you let up the clutch pedal, the engine and the transmission engage. As you continue to let up
the clutch, you must match the forward (or backward) motion of the car with an increase in
pressure on the gas pedal.

Follow these steps to putdltar in motion:

1. Press the brake pedal with your right foot. With your left foot, press the clutch pedal to
the floor.

Shift into first gear.

Release the parking brake.

Switch on your turn signal to indicate the direction you plan to move.

Check for traffc in your reatview and sideview mirrors. Look over your shoulder to
check blind spots.

Slowly let the clutch up to the friction point. Rememtmelook towardsthe roadwayand

not down at your feet or hands!

7. Move your right foot from the brake to the eterator.

8. As you press down gently on the accelerator, slowly let up the clutch pedal all the way.

absrown
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If the car jerks forward, you either released the clutch abruptly, or you pressed too hard on the
gas pedal. If the car lurches and the engta#ls,you'venot fed the engine enough gas.

How can you use each forward gear?

Your selection of gears depends on the power and speed you need for various driving tasks. First
gear gives the power needed to set a car in motion. Second gear lets you go 15 to 25 mph,
depending on the horsepower of the engine and on whether the transmissiof, isr 5speed.

You can also use second gear to start on ice or drive in heavy snow. Third gear, in cars with 3



speed transmissions, is generally used for all speeds over 2% mghr has a-4or 5speed
transmission and a small engine, third is used at speeds up to 30 or 40 mpifoudha geais
for driving above 35 mph on a flat roadway. When driving uphill, you neggto achieve 40
mph or more before shifting to fourth or fifth gear.

Shifting to a higher gear

Accelerate to a speed appropriate for the gear you want to be in.
Press the clutchgalal to the floor.

Release the accelerator.

Shift to the next higher gear.

Press again on the accelerator. Release the clutch pedal part way.
Let the clutch pedal up all the washile continuing to accelerate

ouALNE

Downshifting

There are several reasongitawnshift: to gain power, accelerate, steer effectively, slowing the
car on a down slope (except when the road is slippery), and to slow down or stop. To shift to a
lower gear, follow these steps:

1. Release the accelerator. (If you also want to slow doveisspihe brake pedal)

2. Press the clutch pedal to the floor.

3. Shift to the next lower gear. (A sudden decrease in speed may require you to shift to an
even lower gearas when braking sharply and downshifting from fourth gear to second)

4. Release the clutch paldo the friction pointvhile pressng down on the accelerator as
necessary.

Holding the car in place

Learning to move a manual shift car forward after stopping on an uphill grade takes practice. To
keep the car from rolling backward:

Set the parking brak

Press the clutch to the floor, and shift into first gear.

Let the clutch pedal up to the frictigoint andpress gently on the accelerator.

Release the parking brake as you begin to feel the car pulling forward.

Press the accelerator as you let upclhéch pedal.

Accelerate in first gear until you have gained enough speed to shift into second gear.

A

Stopping

Check your mirrors for traffic to the redove your foot to the brake pedal. Press steatily
smoothlyuntil your vehicle comes to a stdpin a manual transmissiorehicle,you will also
depress the clutch while coming to a stop.



Signaling When You Slow Down or Stop Unexpectedly

Your brake lights let people know that you are slowing down. Ifarewgoing to stop or slow
down at a place where another driver doesn't expect it, tap your brake pedal three or four times
quickly in order to signayour intentionto the driver behind you

Steering

Always turn the steering wheel in the direction you wargo. This works whether you are
going forward or in reverse.

Hand Position

Place your hands on the steering wheel and imagine that it is a clock. Put your [9eenatd3at
or 8 and 4o avoid injury fromanair bag deployment and for best contfatip the steering
wheel firmly but gently. Use your fingers, not the palms of your heungs steeringkeep your
thumbs up along the face of the steering wh&elmaintain better vehicle controtéwver hold the
inside of the wheekhen driving

Backing
To safely back up:

1 Check behind the vehicle before you get@hildren or small objectare hard to see
from the driverds seat.

1 Start the vehicle. Apply the brake and shift to reverse. Grg
the steeringwheelt 12 o06cl ock with vy
right arm on the back of thmassengeseat and look through the
rear window. Your mirrors do not show the ada&ctly behind
your vehicleand a backup camera provides a limited view so d(
not depend solelgn your mirrorsor a backup cameravhile
backing

1 Back slowly. Itis hardrto steer while backing. Steer in
the direction you want the rear of the vehicle to move.
turning while backing, make quick checks to the front
sides.Back no faster than a slow wallContinuelooking
to the rear until you arklly stopped.

Because it is hard to see while you are backing, try to do
little backing as possible. Avoid backing into traffic. When
enteing a driveway or parking space, back into it unless signs
forbid it. That way you will be going forward when you pull ou




Conservation

Avoid excessive idling. The average car uses a cup of gas every six minutes when idling. When
you stop or start the car, don't idle for more than one minute. Driving slowly for the first few
minutes is a more efficient way to warm the moltdling wastes an estimated 6 billion gallons

of fuel each year. It creates pollutants that are linked to cancer; heart and lung diseases, such as
asthma; as well as impaired brain development in children and cognitive decline in older adults.
Many statesgountiesand municipalities (including some in Maine) have ordinances limiting

idling.

Section 5 practice questions:

=

Why is it recommended that you grip the steering wheel at the 3 and 9 position?

2. True or fals@ The rule of turning the steering wheellre direction you want to go only
applies when going forward.

3. How should you communicate to drivers to the rear when you will be slowing down or

stopping unexpectedly?

True or fals@ Your entire foot should be used when applying the gas pedal.

When idlingthe average car uses how much gas every 6 mihutes

When backing your vehicle how fast should you go?

o gk

5-4



{9/ ¢Lhb c
Rules of the Road

Operating a Motor Vehicle

Driving a motor vehicle is a serious responsibility and rules and guidelines alone are not
sufficient to make you a good driver. While respect for the law is essential, to be a good driver
you must also possess an accommodatitig@e toward others as well as an ample sense of
responsibility.

Traffic laws and procedures are designed to prevent accidents and to keep traffic moving.
Obeying these guidelinedwayswill go a long way toward making you a safe and prudent
driver. Trere is, however, some risk involved in all driving. To minimize this risk, you should
rely not only on the law, but on paying careful attention to everything going on around you.

The following sections summarize traffic laws and prudent driving pra@meprocedures.

Yielding Right-Of-Way

Right-of-way rules tell you and other drivemsw to proceedWhen there are no signs, symbols,
or police presergetruleswill determinewho has rightof-way when two or more streets come
together. They also coverhar situations.

Even though rightf-way rules have the force of law, a good driver never depends exclusively
on them for safety. A driver who has the right of way should use it sensibly, never insist on it.
Neverassumehat you have the rigiaf-way. Aways look at the Same Time Rule

situation and think about your own safety

Yield the rightof-way to:

1 At a 4way stop, the driver reaching the intersection first gets
go first (of course all vehicles must stop).

1 If two carsapproachan intersection at the same time from
opposite directions and one driver is signaling for a turn, the
right-of-way belongs to the car going straight.

91 The driver on your right at a fowvay stophas the rightf-way if both of you arrive at
the same timéeside each other



Cars entering from a private drive or road must yield to any First Car Rule
vehicle or pedestrian on a public way. If you are entaistyeet
or highway you must do so without interfering with other traffi

Drivers already on an interstate highwdyou are on the
entrance ramphave the righof-way.

Wait for all moving traffic to pass when starting from a parked
position.

Do not pass any vehicle that has stopped for pedestrians in a crosswalk.

If two cars enter an uncontrolled intersection at abousdhnge time, yield to the car on
your right.

When approaching an intersection, yield the rigfatvay to vehicles which have already
entered the intersection.

When entering a traffic circle, the vehicle which is already in the circle has theafight
way.

You must yield to emergency vehicles approaching from any direction when they are
sounding a siren and emitting a flashing light. You must immediately drive to the right
side of the roadway, clear of any intersection, and stop until the emergency keakicle
passed. Failure to do so is a Class E crime.

When to yield the righof-way for waiting pedestrians

T

When pedestrians are in a marked crosswalk and there are no traffic lights or police at the
intersection.

When the car is turning a corner ahd pedestrians are crossing with the light.

When the car is crossing a sidewalk. Cars coming out of driveway or alley must stop
before thesidewalk andvait for pedestrians and traffic.

Always yield the rightof-way to school children crossingsteet.



Traffic Controls

Traffic controls include traffic signalsigns,and road markings. They also include directions
from law enforcement, highway workers and school crossing guandsperator may not drive
a motor vehicle through a pamng area to avoid obeying the requirements of a traffic control
device.

Traffic Signals

Traffic lights are usually at intersections. They are yetlpw, and green from top to bottom. If
traffic lights are horizontal, the red light is on the lefg ytellow light is in the middle and the
green light is on the right. Some locations have single green, yellow or red lights.

GREEN Traffic Light: GO. You may go through with
caution if the way is cleadf traffic and pedestrians

YELLOW Traffic Light: Caution. The light is about to
change to redBegin to slow down. A yellow light clears
the intersection before thight turnsred.

RED Traffic Light: STOP. You must stop before entering the intersatti You must wait
behindanystop lineor crosswalk until the light turns greed right turnat a red lights
permitted, after stopping, unless posted otherwise. Vehicles making a rigbhtredmust
yield to pedestrians and all vehicle traffic.

Flashing YELLOW Traffic Light1 Slow down and proceed with caution. Be prepared to stop
for any traffic.Flashing yellow lightan also béound at construction areas and on some
vehicles as well as abmeintersections.

Flashing RED Traffic Light i Stop and look both ways before entering the intersection.
Sometimes flashing red lights mark a railroad crossing. Sometimes thossingeavegates or
barriers. Stop and wait until thikashinglight stops and barriers araisedbefore proceeding
Lighted Arrows

The color of the lighted arrow means the same thing that it does in a traffic light.

A red light with a green arrow meansyou may go cautiously in the direction of the arrow,
yielding to all other vehicland pedestriatraffic.

A steady yelow arrow clears the turning traffic at an intersection before the tigims red
A steady green arrowpointed upwards means you may go straight ahead.

A steady red arrowmeans traffic making the turn indicated by the arrow must stop until the
arrow changes to green.

When there is more than one traffic light obey the one tlthtastly over your lane.



Lane Use Control LightsSpecial overhead lights
are sometimes used indicate which lanes of a
highway may be used at certain times:

Steady Red "X": Do not drive in this lane.

Steady Yellow "X": Clear this lane, signal is about to change to red.
Flashing Yellow "X" : Thislane may only be used for a left turn.
Green Arrow: You may use this lane.

Traffic Signs
Traffic signs tell you about ruleazardsand road locations. They also give highway directions
and show where road services are.

Warning Signs- These signs warn of danger ahead. They are usually diamond shaggdre
usually yellow with black lettering or symbols. Some common signs:

NO
PASSING
ZONE

+
&

IntersectionAhead Side Road Ahead T-Intersection Ahead No Passing Zone Curvy Road Ahead
Right Curve Divided Highway Divided Highway Ends LaneEnds Merging Traffic

Begins

» ©

\
/\/

R

Added Lane Traffic Signal Ahea Stop Sign Ahead Sharp Curve Ahead Advisory Speed
Around Curve

SchoolZone Pedestrian Crossin  Share the Road with Bicycle Crossing Slippery When Wet
Bicycles
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Railroad Crossings- Most railroad crossings have signs or signals. Some commnn
ones:

T A round yell ow warning sign Witl.*ﬁXc‘) Sy

sign cautions you to slow down, look and listen for a train or railroad
vehicle. Be prepared to stop.

1 Awhite, Xshaped sign with fARailroad
vehicle is coning you must stop behind the stop line or before ks

Not all crossings with more than one track have these smgiways look
for more than one track, train, or railroaghicle at each crossing.

When crossing railroad tracks, look both ways and cross the tracks quickly. C
not stop on the railroad tracks. If a train is crossing, wait until the train is well
down the track before you drive ahead. If there are lights aed,gmait until they show it is safe
to cross. If you must stop for traffic or a signahr a railroad crossingait at the stop line
before the track&ot on the tracks)

Work Zone Signs Are orangediamond or rectangulahaped signs withlack leters or

symbols. These signs warn you of work zones and people working on or near the road. The
warningsincludeworkers ahead, reduced speed, detours, slow moving road machinery or surface
changes.

RODAD
CONSTRUCTION
500 FT

Flagger Ahead  Workers Ahead RoadConstruction Aheac One Lane Road Detour
Ahead

A flagger may direct traffic in a work zone. You must do as the
flagger directs.

Barriers keep you from entering closed roads or other areas whe
there is danger. If there is a shtatm trafficsignal, stop at the
white line (if there is one.)

g ﬁ @) 77| cLoseo 7
Al =

Barrel Cone Tube Barrier Road Closed
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Slowdownin work zones and be ready to stop quickly. Do not tailgates for speeding in a
work zone are doubled.

Regulatory Signs These signs are square, rectangular, or may have a special shape. They are
white with blackred,or green letters or symbols. These signs tell you about traffic direction,
lane use, turning, spequirking,and other special situations. Some signs have a red circle with a
red slash across the symbol. This means you cannot do certain things.

Common egulatory signs are:

No Left Turn No Right Turn No UTurn
. A—
Straight Left Turn Only Straight or Turn Right
SPEED Speed Limit Signs- These black and white signs indicate the legal spee:
LIMIT conditions araedeal

65

Stop Sign- A stop sign has eight sidésctagon)and is red with white
letters. You must stop behind the stop line or crosswalk if there isfone.
there is no crosswalk or stop line, stop at the point nearest the intersect
enable you to see approaching traffic on the intersecting roadivesystop
must be made before any portion of your vehicle has entered the inters:
If it is a fourway stop, wait your turn. Inllacase you must wait untilt is
safe beforg@roceeding Look for vehicles and pedestrians aificany are
presentyield the rightof-way.

Yield Sign - A yield sign is a red and white dowpointing triangle with red
letters(some old signs may still be yellow with black lettert)means you
should slow down to wait for traffic to clear on the road you are entering
crossing.You must slow and yidlto trafficor pedestrianthat hae the
right-of-way beforeproceeding.



CENTER
LANE

Shared Center Lane Left Turn Only T This sign marks a lane that is onl
for left turning vehicles. It is not for through traffic or for passing other
vehicles.Traffic travellingin either direction may use this lane.

One-Way Street-Traffic moves only in the direction of the arrow. Do no
turn in the opposite direction of the arrow. Never drive the wrong way c
oneway street.

If you see police directing traffic, do as they direct. Police have authority
to direct all traffic and pedestrians as needed. It is illegal to refuse or fai
to obey police orders. You can lose your license for trying to flee or
escape a police officer. When police are not present, traffic signals and
signs have the authority of law. It is unlawful to remwae or deface traffic
signs.

Guide Sigrs - These signs are square or rectangular and are green, brown, or blue. They advise
you of intersecting roads. They help direct you to cities and towns. They mark points of interest.
They can also help you find hospitals, service stati@ssaurantsandhotels.

STATE
PARK
-

Route Number Signs The shape and color of route number signs indicate the type of roadway:
interstate, U.S., state, city, county, or local road. When planning a trip, useax GBfSto
determine the route. During the trip, follow the route signs to prevent fromggletsinin an

unfamiliar area.

80, 122

Interstate Route U.S. Route State Route



Pavement Markings

Marks painted on the road give you directions or warnings. They divide lanes and show where
you may pass other vehicles or change lanes. They alsdumaitlknes and cross walks. They
show where to stop for signs or traffic signals.

Yellow Lane Markings

Two directiorroadway, Two direction roadway, Two direction roadway,
passing permitted passing permitted when passing prohibited in both
dashed line is on your side directions

White Lane Markings

One direction roadway,
passing permitted

Use of Lanes

Different traffic lanes should be used for different purposes, there are danmestfor through
traffic, passing and turning.

Lanes for Through Traffic: During ordinary driving, drive in the lane that has the smoothest
flow of traffic - the least stopping and starting. Smooth driving allows you to keep more distance
between yourselind other drivers. It also helps save gas.
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